
66  Mr.  R.  B.  Sharpe  07i  Recent  Collections  of 

X. — On  Recent  Collections  of  Birds  from  the  Fantee  Country,  in 

Western  Africa.  By  B.B.  Sharpe^  F.L.S.  &c.,  Librarian 

to  the  Zoological  Society  of  London. 

It  is  now  more  than  a  year  since  I  last  presented  to  the  readers 

of  '  The  Ibis  '  any  record  of  the  collections  which  I  have  received 
from  Fantee.  My  indefatigable  correspondent,  Governor  Ussher, 

however,  has  taken  the  greatest  pains  to  procure  for  me  speci- 
mens from  this  locality,  and  I  am  indebted  to  him  for  some 

beautiful  series  of  bird-skins.  But  as  we  have  in  preparation 

a  joint  paper  on  the  ornithology  of  the  Gold  Coast,  which  will 

embody  Mr.  Ussher's  notes  on  the  habits  of  the  birds  of  Fantee, 
as  observed  by  him  during  his  long  residence  in  Western  Africa, 

in  addition  to  my  own  recent  scientific  investigations,  I  confine 

myself  in  the  present  paper  to  a  simple  enumeration  of  such 

species  as  are  not  included  in  my  former  lists'^.  I  must  not 
omit  to  mention  my  obligations  to  Captain  Haynes,  who  gene- 

rously placed  at  my  disposal  a  very  interesting  collection  of  birds 

formed  by  himself  at  Accra,  and  enriched  my  cabinet  by  pre- 
senting me  with  some  new  and  rare  species. 

The  number  of  species  now  recorded  by  me  from  Fantee  is 

271,  being  exactly  120  more  than  those  collected  by  Pel,  and  re- 

corded by  Dr.  Hartlaub  (J.  f.  0. 1855,  p.  360).  There  are,  how- 

ever, in  his  list  several  birds  which  I  have  not  yet  seen  ;  and 

there  is  no  doubt  that  our  knowledge  of  the  avifauna  of  this 

part  of  Africa  will  be  greatly  increased  by  future  observers. 

As  before,  a  dagger  (f)  is  appended  to  all  the  names  of  such 

species  as  I  believe  to  be  hitherto  unrecorded  from  Fantee,  and 

the  nomenclature  employed  is  chiefly  that  of  my  '  Catalogue.* 

Where  this  is  not  referred  to,  allusion  is  made  to  Dr.  Hartlaub's 
well-known  work  on  the  birds  of  Western  Africa,  or  to  Mr.  G.  R. 

Gray's  *  Hand-list.' 

t205.  Caprimulgus  fossii,  Verr. ;  Finsch  &  Hartl.,  Vog. 

Ost-Afr.  p.  123,  pi.  1 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  2. 
Mr.  Ussher  has  sent  two  specimens  of  this  Goatsucker,  which 

he  obtained  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Coast. 

*   Vide  Ibis,  18G9,  pp.  180,  381 ;  1870,  pp.  52,  470. 
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206.  Cypselus  parvus^  Licht. ;  Sliarpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  2. 

Cypselus  ambrosiacus,  Gordon,  Contr.  Orn.  184-9,  p.  5. 

A  series  sent  by  Mr.  Ussher  from  Cape  Coast,  several  being 

from  Connor's  Hill.  Captain  Haynes's  Accra  collection  also 
contained  specimens  of  this  species. 

207.  BucERos  ELATUs,  Tcmm. ;  Hartl.,  J.  f.  O.  1855,  p.  361 ; 

Id.,  Orn.  Westafr.  p.  161. 

Three  specimens  from  Denkera,  whence  they  were  brought 

by  Mr.  Ussher's  collector. 

208.  BucERos  ATRATUS,  Temni. ;  Hartl.,J.  f.  0. 1855,  p.  361; 

Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  8. 
From  Denkera. 

209.  BucERos  CYLiNDRicus,  Temm. ;  Hartl.,  J.  f.  0.  1855, 

p.  361 ;  Id.,  Orn.  Westafr.  p.  162. 

Mr.  Ussher  sent  one  specimen.  The  original  examples  were 

obtained  by  Pel  from  Ashantee. 

210.  BucEROs  FisTULATOR,  Cass. ;  Hartl.,  J.  f.  O.  1855, 

p.  361 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  8. 

Of  this  Hornbill  Mr.  Ussher  has  sent  me  one  specimen,  which 

is  considerably  smaller  than  the  one  now  in  my  collection,  ob- 
tained by  Mr.  Hamilton  in  Angola  {Cf.  Sharpe,  P.  Z.  S.  1871, 

p.  134). 

211.  Irrisor  castaneiceps,  Sharpe,  Ibis,  1871,  p.  414. 

One  specimen,  the  type  as  described  {I.e.),  sent  me  by  Mr. 

Ussher,  who  obtained  it  from  Denkera. 

212.  Irrisor  bollei,  Hartl.,  J.  f.  0.  1858,  p.  445,  et  1861, 

p.  108 ;   Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  10. 

Mr.  Ussher  has,  during  the  last  year,  procured  three  or  four 

specimens  of  this  bird,  and  both  old  and  young  are  exhibited  in 

my  collection.  The  latter  is  distinguished  from  the  adult  chiefly 

by  its  shorter  bill  and  duller  plumage,  and  also  by  having  the 

cream-colour  of  the  head  varied  by  black  feathers. 

t213.  CucuLUS  CANORUS,  L.  j  Hartl.,  Orn.  Westafr.  p.  266; 

Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  12. 

Though  not  absolutely  new  to  the  avifauna  of  Western  Africa, 

as  Weiss  obtained  a  specimen  in   St.  Thomas,   the   Common 
F  2 
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Cuckoo  is  here  recorded  from  Fantee  for  the  first  time.  It  was 

obtained  on  Connor^s  Hill,  Cape  Coast,  on  the  2nd  of  No- 
vember 1870. 

t214.  CoccYSTEs  SERKATUS  (Sparrm.) ;  Hartl.,  Orn.Westafr. 

p.  266;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  13. 

This  is  onl}^  the  second  time  that  this  bird  has  occurred  in 
Western  Africa,  Du  Chaillu  having  obtained  an  example  at  Cape 

Lopez;  Fantee  is  now  added  as  a  hitherto  unknown  habitat. 

The  specimen  in  question  was  obtained  by  Mr.  Ussher's  col- 
lector in  Denkera;  and  on  comparing  it  with  South-African  ex- 

amples of  the  same  age  in  my  collection,  I  can  detect  no  points 

of  difference.  The  genus  Coccystes,  as  represented  by  this  rather 

aberrant  member,  comes  near  to  Eudynamis,  especially  resem- 

bling the  last-named  genus  in  some  of  the  younger  stages. 

215.  Centropus  monachus,  Ullpp. ;  Hartl.,  Orn.  Westafr. 

p.  187. 
Sent  from  Fantee  by  Mr.  Ussher,  and  obtained  at  Accra  by 

Captain  Haynes.     Riis  shot  this  species  in  Agapim. 

t216.  Campethera  gabonensis  (Verr.) ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr. 

B.  p.  17. 

I  have  had  a  specimen  of  this  bird  in  my  collection  for  some 

time,  received  in  one  of  Mr.  Higgins's  early  consignments. 
t217.  Campethera  punctata  (Cuv.)  ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B. 

P-17. 
Mr.  Ussher  sent  one  specimen  of  this  Woodpecker,  which 

is  quite  new  to  the  locality. 

t218.  Campethera  caroli  (Malh.)  ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B. 

p.  17. 
Two  or  three  specimens  from  Denkera,  and  one  from  the  im- 

mediate vicinity  of  Cape-Coast  Castle. 

t219.  Alethe  castanonota,  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  20. 

Originally  described  by  me  from  a  specimen  sent  home  by 

Mr.  Ussher.     Captain  Haynes  also  met  with  it  near  Accra. 

t220.  Criniger  syndactylus  (Sw.)  ;  Finsch,  J.  f.  0.  1867, 

p.  27. Of  this  species,  which  I  have  in  my  collection  from  Gaboon, 

Governor  Ussher  sends  a  single  example. 
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t221.  Crinigercanicapillus,  Hard.;  Finschj  J.  f.  0.  1867, 

p.  31. 
Two  specimens. 

t222.  Andropadus  virens,  Cass. ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B. 

p.  23. 
One  specimen  received  from  Mr.  Ussher. 

t223.  IxoNOTUS  GUTTATUs,  Verr. ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  23. 

Two  specimens  from   Kazarako,   obtained   by  Mr.  Ussher's 
collector. 

224.  Crateropus  haynesi,  Sharpe,  Ibis,  1871,  p.  415. 

Crateropus  atripennis,  Hartl.,  J.  f.  0.  1855,  p.  360  (nee  Sw.). 

Captain  Haynes  obtained  the  typical  example  of  this  species 
at  Accra. 

225.  Hypergerus  atriceps  (Less.) ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B. 

p.  24.     Crateropus  orioloides,  Hartl.,  J.  f.  0.  1855,  p.  360. 

Three  specimens  sent  by  Captain  Haynes  from  Accra. 

t226.  Pratincola  rubetra  (L.)  ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B. 

p.  27. 
Mr.  Ussher  obtained  one  specimen  of  our  common  Whincbat 

at  Accra.  I  have  it  iu  my  collection  from  the  Gambia;  but  it 
has  never  been  recorded  from  Fantee. 

227.   Stiphrornis  badiceps   (Fras.) ;  Hartl.,  J.  f.  0.  1855, 

p.  360;    Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  32. 

One  specimen.     Also  obtained  by  Pel. 

t228.  Dryodromas  caniceps  (Cass.);  Finsch  &  Hartl.,  Vog. 

Ost-Afr.  p.  240. 

One  specimen  of  this  rare  bird,  previously  only  known  from 
Gaboon. 

t229.  Sylvietta  virens,  Cass.,  Proc.  Acad.  N.  S.  Philad. 

1859,  p.  39. 

One  specimen  of  a  very  interesting  form,  as  yet  only  known 
from  Gaboon. 

t230.  Nectarinia  TEPHROLiEMA,  Jard. ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr. 

B.  p.  41. 

One  specimen  :  new  to  Fantee. 
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t231.  Xectarixia  gabonica,  Haiti.;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B. 

p.  41. 
Of  this  curious  little  grey  Sunbird  Mr.  Ussher  sends  a  single 

specimen  from  Fantee.  I  had  already  noticed  it  in  his  Volta 

collection,  but  had  been  unable  to  determine  it  until  M.  Jules 

Verreaux  recognized  it  as  A',  gabonica,  of  which  the  type  is  in 
his  own  collection  in  Paris.  I  cannot  help  having  an  idea  that 

this  bird  \sill  prove  to  be  the  female  of  some  other  species  of 

Sunbird,  though  M.  Verreaux  entertains  the  contrary  belief. 

t232.  Pholidorxis  rushi^  (Cass.);  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B. 

p.  41. 

Of  this  extraordinary  little  bird  Mr.  Ussher's  collector  procured 
two  specimens  in  Denkera,  one  of  which  I  have  retained  in  my 

own  collection,  and  have  given  the  other  to  M.  Jules  Verreaux, 
as  it  was  one  of  the  few  Sunbirds  not  included  in  his  admirable 

series  of  these  birds. 

t233.  Butalis  gkisola  (L.);  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  42. » 

Mr.  Ussher's  last  collection  contains  several  of  our  European 
migrants  which  were  not  previously  known  to  occur  in  Fantee. 

The  Common  Flycatcher  is  one  of  these ;  it  was  shot  by  Governor 

Ussher  himself  on  Connor^s  Hill. 

t234.  Smithorxis  rufolateralis.  Gray ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr. 

B.  p.  43. 

I  am  pleased  to  see  this  species,  of  which  only  a  single  speci- 

men was  previously  known,  and  the  precise  locality  of  which 

had  never  been  recorded.  I  have  now  thiee  specimens  in  my 

collection,  received  from  Mr.  Ussher, 

t23.5.  Artomyias  ussheri,  Sharpe,  Ibis,  1871,  p.  416. 

Dr.  Hartlaub  thinks  this  is  the  young  oi  A.  fuliginosa,  and 

has  written  to  me  to  that  effect;  but  I  doubt  this  conclusion 

for  the  reasons  already  expressed  (I.e.). 

t236.  PsALiDOPROCXE  xiTEXS,  Cass. ;  Sharpe,  P.  Z.  S.  1870, 

p.  291. 
AVhen  I  wrote  my  paper  on  African  Swallows,  this  little  spe- 

cies was  only  known  from  Gaboon ;  but  since  that  time  Mr, 

Crossley  has  discovered  it  in  Cameroons;  and  now  Mr.  Ussher 
gends  it  from  Fantee,  where  he  obtained  it  at  Fort  Victoria. 
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237.  HiRuxDO  RUSTiCA,  L. ;  Hartl.,  J.  f.  0.  1855^  p.  360; 

Sharpe,  Cat.  AtV.  B.  p.  45. 

Two  specimeus ;  shot  by  Mr.  Ussher  on  Connor's  Hill,  Cape 
Coast. 

238.  HiRUNDO  sEXEGALEXsis,  L.  j  Gordon,  Contr.  Orn.  1849, 

p.  4;  Sharpe,  P.Z.  S.  1870,  p.  316. 

Mr.  Usslier  obtained  several  specimens  of  this  tine  Swallow 
near  Accra. 

t239.  Laniarius  xigrithorax,  Sharpe,  Ibis,  1871,  p.  417. 

This  fine  species,  easily  recognizable  by  its  black  throat  and 

chest,  was  discovered  by  Captain  Haynes  at  Accra. 

240.  Laxiarius  hypopyrrhus  (Vetr.) ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr. 

B.  p.  49. 

A  beautiful  species,  of  which  one  specimen  has  been  sent  by 
Mr.  Ussher. 

241.  SiGMODUS  CAXiCEPS,  Temm. ;  Hartl.,  J.  f.  0.  1855, 

p.  360;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  50. 

A  series  of  specimens  from  Denkera ;  also  in  my  collection 
from  Sierra  Leone. 

t242.  CoRViXELLA  CORVIXA  (^Shaw);  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B. 

p.  51. 
One  specimen  of  this  bird,  which  is  quite  new  to  the  locality. 

243.  Frasekia    ocreata    (Strickl.);    Sharpe,   Cat.  Afr.  B. 

p.  52;   Tephrodornis  ocreatus,  Hartl.,  J.  f.  O.  1855,  p.  360. 
From  Denkera. 

t244.  Campephaga  azurea,  Cass.;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  52. 

Two  specimeus  of  this  anomalous  species  from  Denkera. 

t245.  FiCATHARTES  GY.MXocEPHALUs,  Temui. ;  Sharpe,  Cat. 

Afr.  B.  p.  57. 

Of  this  extremely  rare  bird,  hitherto  only  known  from  Sierra 

Leone,  Mr.  Ussher  has  obtained  three  specimens  from  his  col- 
lector in  Denkera. 

246.  Hyphaxtorxis  vitellixa  (Licht.);  Shai-pe,  Cat.  Afr. 
B.  p.  58. 

One  specimen. 
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247.  Hyphantornis  flavigula,  Havtl.,  R.  Z.  1845,  p.  406. 

Of  this  bird  Mr.  Ussher  collected  one  specimen  on  the  Volta, 

though  I  did  not  identify  it  at  the  time.  Dr.  Hartlaub  states 

that  the  Bremen  Museum  has  a  specimen  from  Accra;  and  Riis 

procured  it  in  Aguapim. 

1248.  Hyphantornis  cincta,  Cass.;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B. 

p.  59. 
One  specimen  sent  by  jMr.  Ussher,  and  one  from  Captain 

Haynes  from  Accra.     This  species  is  new  to  Fantee. 

249.  Hyphantornis  brachyptera  (Svv.);  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr. 

B.  p.  59. 

Procured  on  the  Volta  by  Mr.  Ussher.  Also  obtained  by 

Sintenis,  one  of  whose  specimens  is  now  in  my  collection. 

t250.  Malimbus  nigerrimus  (V.)  ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B. 

p.  60. 
Two  specimens  from  Denkera. 

251.  FouDiA  ERYTHROPS,  Hartl. ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  62. 

Procured  by  Mr.  Ussher  during  the  Volta  Expedition.     Also 

sent  from  Aguapim  by  Riis. 

t252.  Lagonosticta  MINIMA  (V.);  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p. 66. 

Two  examples  from  Fantee  are  in  my  collection,  one  of  them 

being  from  the  Volta. 

253.  Pyrenestes  capitalbus,  Temm. ;  Hartl.,  J.  f.  0.  1855, 

p.  361 ;  Sharpe,  Cat.  Afr.  B.  p.  68. 

From  Denkera,  sent  by  Mr.  Ussher ;  also  obtained  at  Accra 

by  Captain  Haynes. 

254.  Gyijhierax  angolensis  (Gm.)  ;  Hartl.,  Orn.  Westafr. 

p.  1. One  young  specimen. 

t255.  Elanus  c^ruleus,  Desf.     E.  melanopterus  (Daud.)  ; 

Hartl.,  Orn.  Westafr.  p.  11. 
From  Accra. 

t256.  Scotopelia  usshert,  Sharpe,  Ibis,  1871,  p.  101, 

pi.  xii. From  Denkera. 
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t257.  Scops  senegalensis,  S\v.;  Hartl.,  Orn.  Westafr.  p.  19. 

One  specimen  of  this  little   Owl,  not   before  recorded  from 
Fantee. 

258.  TuRTUR  SENEGALENsis  (L.) ;  Hartl. , Orn.  Westafr.  p.  195. 

Two  specimens  from  Accra. 

t259.  NuMiDA  PLUMiFERA,  Cass.j  Elliot,  Mon.  Phasianidse, 

part  2. 

A  fine  specimen  from  Accra  in  Governor  Ussher's  last  collec- 
tion. 

t260.  Francolinus  bicalcaratus  (L.)  ;  Hartl.,  Orn.  West- 

afr. p.  201. 

This  fine  Francolin  was  procured  by  Governor  Ussher  at 
Accra.     It  is  new  to  Fantee. 

t261.  TuRNix  LEPURANA  (Sm.) ;  Layard,  B.  of  S.  Afr.  p.  276. 

Mr.  Ussher  procured  two  examples  of  this  little  Hemipode 

near  Accra.  On  comparison  with  a  specimen  from  South  Africa 

I  cannot  see  any  difference  at  all. 

t262.  EupoDOTis  MELANOGASTRA  (Rupp.)  ;  Hai'tl.,  Orn. 
Westafr.  p.  207. 

One  specimen,  shot  by  Mr.  Ussher  near  Accra. 

t263.  LoBiVANELLUs  sENEGALUs  (L.) ;  Hartl.,  Orn.  West- 

afr. p.  213. 

Mr.  Ussher  sends  one  specimen,  with  the  following  note 
attached. 

"  Striped-throated  Lapwing.  Plains  of  Accra,  June  9th  1871: 
probably  migratory ;  appear  about  June,  and  leave  in  September 

or  October;  iris  yellow,  pupil  black,  with  a  narrow  violet  circle; 

wattles  round  the  eye  dull  red,  those  below  bright  lemon- 

yellow  ;  spurs  on  wing  dull  red ;  legs  lemon-yellow ;  bill  yellowish 

with  black  tip." 

t264;.  iEoiALiTis  INTERMEDIA,  Mcuctr.  ^.  phiHppina 

(Lath  )  ;  Gray,  Hand-1.  of  B.  iii.  p.  15. 
One  specimen  from  Accra,  shot  by  Mr.  Ussher  himself.  The 

example,  unfortunately,  is  not  quite  adult,  but  appears  to  me  to 

belong  to  the  smaller  and  apparently  distinct  form  of  Ringed 
Plover. 
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t265.  Nycticorax  GRisEus  (L.).  N.  europauSfHavtl.fOvu. 

Westafr.  p.  225. 

One  specimen  of  the  European  Night-Heron,  which  is  a  new 
bird  to  Fantee. 

266.  NuMENius  PH^opus  (L.)  j  Hartl.,  Orn.  Westafr.  p.  232. 

Shot  by  Mr.  Ussher  on  the  Nagua  river.     Sent  by  Pel  from 
Ashantee. 

267.  NuMENius  ARQUATUS  (L.);  Hartl.^  Orn.  Westafr.  p.  232. 

Also  from  the  Nagua  river. 

268.  ToTANUS  cALiDRiSj  Bechst, ;  Hartl.,  Orn.  Westafr. 

p.  234. 
One  specimen  from  the  Nagua  river.  Also  procured  by  Pel 

in  Ashantee. 

t269.  Pkocellaria  pelagica,  L.  ;  Gray,  Hand-1.  of  B.  iii. 

p.  103. 
One  specimen  of  the  Stormy  Petrel,  which  would  appear  to 

be  new  to  West  Africa  altogether. 

t270.  Procellaria  oceanica,  Kuhl ;  Gray,  Hand-1.  of  B. 

iii.  p.  104.  Thalassidroma  wilsoni,  Bp. ;  Hartl.,  Orn.  Westafr. 

p.  251. 
Two  specimens  received  from  Mr.  Ussher. 

271.  Sterna  minuta,  L.  ;  Hartl.,  Orn.  Westaf.  p.  256. 

Mr.  Howard  Saunders  kindly  identified  for  me  this  species, 

a  specimen  of  which  was  shot  by  Mr.  Ussher  on  the  Nagua 

river.     Weiss  procured  it  on  the  Gold  Coast. 

XI. — Letters,  Announcements,  S^c. 

The  following  letters,  addressed  "To  the  Editors  of  'The 

Ibis,'  "  have  been  received  : — 

Sir. — My  time  has  been  so  taken  up  by  my  professional 
duties,  that  I  have  been  unable  to  grasp  the  opportunities 

of  collecting  specimens  and  observing  that  have  presented 

themselves  to  uic  of  late.     However,  I  send  you  the  following 


