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X.—On Recent Collections of Birds from the Fantee Country, in
Western Africa. By R.B. Suarrg, F.L.S. &c., Librarian
to the Zoological Society of London.

It is now more than a year since I last presented to the readers
of “The Ibis’ any record of the collections which I have received
from Fantee. My indefatigable correspondent, Governor Ussher,
however, has taken the greatest pains fo procure for me speci-
mens from this locality, and I am indebted to him for some
beautiful series of bird-skins. But as we have in preparation
a joint paper on the ornithology of the Gold Coast, which will
embody Mr. Ussher’s notes on the habits of the birds of Fantee,
as observed by him during his long residence in Western Africa,
in addition to my own recent scientific investigations, I confine
myself in the present paper to a simple enumeration of such
species as are not included in my former lists*. I must not
omit to mention my obligations to Captain Haynes, who gene-
rously placed at my disposal a very interesting collection of birds
formed by himself at Accra, and enriched my cabinet by pre-
senting me with some new and rare species.

The number of species now recorded by me from Fantee is
271, being exactly 120 more than those collected by Pcl, and ve-
corded by Dr. Hartlaub (J. f. 0.1855, p. 360). There are, how-
ever, in his list scveral birds which I have not yet seen; and
there 1s no doubt that our kunowledge of the avifauna of this
part of Africa will be greatly increased by future observers.

As before, a dagger (1) is appended to all the names of such
species as I believe to be hitherto unrecorded from Fantee, and
the nomenclature employed 1s chiefly that of my ¢ Catalogue.’
Where this 1s not referred to, allusion is made to Dr. Hartlaub’s
well-known work on the birds of Western Africa, or to Mr. G. R.

Gray’s ¢ Hand-list.’

+205. CaprivuLcUs Fossir, Verr.; Finsch & Hartl,, Vig.
Ost-Afr. p. 123, pl. 1; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 2.

Mr. Ussher has sent two specimens of this Goatsucker, which
he obtained in the vicinity of Cape Coast.

% Wide This, 1869, pp. 186, 381 ; 1870, pp. 52, 470.
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206. CypscLus parvUs, Licht.; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 2.
Cypselus ambrosiacus, Gordon, Contr. Orn. 1819, p. 5.

A series sent by Mr. Ussher from Cape Coast, several being
from Connor’s Hill. Captain Haynes’s Accra collection also
contained specimens of this species.

207. Buceros eLaTus, Temm. ; Hartl., J. f. 0. 1855, p. 361 ;
Id., Orn. Westafr. p. 161.
Three specimens from Denkera, whence they were brought

by Mr. Ussher’s collector.

208. Buceros atratus, Temm. ; Hartl.,J. f. O. 1855, p. 361;
Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 8.
From Denkera.

209. BucEkros cyrLixpricus, Temm.; Hartl,, J. f. 0. 1855,
p. 861 ; Id., Orn. Westafr. p. 162.
Mr. Ussher sent one specimen. The original examples were

obtained by Pel from Ashantee.

210. Buceros ristunaror, Cass.; Hartl,, J. f. O. 1855,
p. 361; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 8.

Of this Hornbill Mr. Ussher has sent me one specimen, which
is considerably smaller than the one now in my collection, ob-
tained by Mr. Hamilton in Angola (Cf. Sharpe, P. Z. 8. 1871,
p- 134).

211. IrRISOR caSTANTICEPS, Sharpe, Ibis, 1871, p. 411.
One specimen, the type as described (/. ¢.), sent me by Mr.
Ussher, who obtained it from Denkera.

212. Irrisor BoLLEI, Hartl., J. f. O. 1858, p. 445, et 1861,
p- 108 ; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 10.

Mr. Ussher has, during the last year, procured three or four
specimens of this bird, and both old and young are exhibited in
my collection. The latter is distinguished from the adult chiefly
by its shorter bill and duller plumage, and also by having the
cream-colour of the head varied by black feathers.

+213. CucuLus caxorvus, L.; Hartl,, Orn. Westafr. p. 266 ;
Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 12.
Though not absolutely new to the avifauna of Western Africa,

as Weiss obtained a specimen in St. Thomas, the Common
F 2
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Cuckoo is here recorded from Fantee for the first time. It was
obtained on Connor’s Hill, Cape Coast, on the 2nd of No-
vember 1870.

214. Coccystes sErraTUs (Sparrm.) ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.
p. 266 ; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 13.

This 1s only the second time that this bird has oceurred in
Western Africa, Du Chaillu having obtained an example at Cape
Lopez ; Fantee 1s now added as a hitherto unknown habitat.
The specimen in question was obtained by Mr. Ussher’s col-
lector in Denkera ; and on comparing it with South-African ex-
amples of the same age in my collection, I can detect no points
of difference. The genus Coceystes, as represented by this rather
aberrant member, comes near to Eudynamis, especially resem-
bling the last-named genus in some of the younger stages.

215. CexTROPUs MONACHUS, Riipp.; Hartl.,, Orn. Westafr.
p- 187.

Sent from Fantee by Mr. Ussher, and obtained at Accra by
Captain Haynes. Riuis shot this species in Agapim.

+216. CaMprETHERA caBoNENsIs (Verr.); Sharpe, Cat. Afr.
B. p. 17.

I have had a specimen of this bird in my collection for some
time, received 1n one of Mr. Higgins’s early consignments.

+217. CayreTHERA PUNCTATA (Cuv.); Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B.
p. 17.

Mr. Ussher sent one specimen of this Woodpecker, which
is quite new to the locality.

+218. CayreTuERA carorr (Malh.); Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B.
p. 17.

Two or three specimens from Denkera, and one from the im-
mediate vicinity of Cape-Coast Castle.

+219. ALETHE castaNovota, Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 20.

Originally described by me from a specimen sent home by
Mr. Ussher. Captain Haynes also met with it near Accra.

1R20. CRINIGER sYNDACTYLUs (Sw.); Finsch, J. f. O. 1867,
P 27.

Of this species, which I have in my collection from Gaboon,
Governor Ussher sends a single example.
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+221. CriNIGER caNicAPILLUS, Hartl.; Finsch, J. f. 0. 1867,
p- 31.

Two specimens.

+222. AnDproPADUS VIRENS, Cass.; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B.
p. 23.

One specimen received from Mr. Ussher.

1223, IxoNorus gurtaTUs, Verr. ; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 23.

Two specimens from Kazarako, obtained by Mr. Ussher’s
collector.

224. CraTEROPUS HAYNEsL, Sharpe, Ibis, 1871, p. 415.
Crateropus atripennis, Hartl., J. f. O. 1835, p. 360 (nec Sw.).

Captain Haynes obtained the typical example of this species
at Accra.

225. HypeErcERUS ATRICEPS (Less.); Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B.
p- L. Crateropus orioloides, Hartl., J. f. O. 1855, p. 360.

Three specimens sent by Captain Haynes from Acera.

1226. Prartincora RUBETRA (L.); Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B.
p- 27.

Mr. Ussher obtained one specimen of our common Whinchat
at Accra. I have it in my collection from the Gambia; but it
has never been recorded from Fantee.

227. StirnrorNis Bapiceps (Fras.); Hartl, J. f. O. 1855.
p. 360; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 32.
One specimen.  Also obtained by Pel.

+228. Dryopromas caNIcEPs (Cass.); Finsch & Hartl., Vi,

Ost-Afr. p. 240.
One specimen of this rare bird, previously only known from

Gaboon.

+229. SyLvierta VIRENs, Cass., Proe. Aead. N. S. Philad.

1859, p. 39.
One specimen of a very interesting form, as yet only known

from Gahoon.

+230. NEcTARINIA TEPHROLEMY, Jard.; Sharpe, Cat. Afr.
B. p. 41.

One specimen : new to Fantee.
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+231. NECTARINIA GaBoNICca, Hartl.; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B.
p. 41.

Of this curious little grey Sunbird Mr. Ussher sends a single
specimen from Fantee. 1 had already noticed it in his Volta
collection, but had been unable to determine it until M. Jules
Verreaux recognized it as N. gnbonica, of which the type 1s in
his own collection in Paris. I cannot help having an idea that
this bird will prove to be the temale of some other species of
Sunbird, thouzh M. Verreaux entertains the contrary helief.

+232. Proripor~is rUsHLE (Cass. ; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B.
p- 41.

Of this extraordinary little bird Mr. Ussher’s collector procured
two specimens 1n Denkera, one of which I have rctained in my
own collecticn, and have given the other to M. Jules Verreaux,
as 1t was one of the few Sunbirds not tneluded 1n his admirable
series of these birds.

+233. BrraLls orisoLa ‘L. ; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 42,

Mr. Ussher’s last eclicetion contains several of our European
wigrants v hich were not previously known to occur in Fantee.
Tiie Comimou Fiveatcher 1s oue of these; it was shot by Governor
Ussher himself on Connor’s Hill.

234, SMITHORNIs RUFOLATERALIS, Grayv; Sharpe, Cat. Afr.
B. p. 43.

I aw pleased 1o see this sprees, of whica ouly a single speci-
men was previowsly known, and the precise locality of which
nad never been rccorded. I Lave now thiee speciiuens in my
collection, received from Mr. Ussher.

+235. ARTOMYIAs UssHERI, Sharpe, [bis) 1871, p. 416.

Dr. Hartlanb thiuks this 1s the vonng of A. fuliginoss, and
has written to me to that effect; bhut I doubt this conclusion
for the reasons already expressed (L c.).

+256, PsarLipoProCNE NITENS, Cass.; Sharpe, P.Z. 8. 1870,
p. 291.

When I wrote my paper on African Swallows; this little spe-
cies was only known from Gaboon; but since that time Mr.
Crossiey has discovered it in Cameroons ; and now Mr, Ussher
sends it from Fantee, where he obtained 1t at Fort Victoria.,
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237. Hirvxpo rustics, L.; Hartl, J. f. O. 1833, p. 360;
Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 43.

Two specimens ; shot by Mr. Ussher on Connor’s Hill, Cape
Coast.

233. HIRUNDO SENEGALENsIs, L. ; Gordon, Contr. Orn. 1849,
p. 4; Sharpe, P. Z. 8. 1870, p. 316.

Mr. Ussher obtained several specimens of this tine Swallow
near Accra.

2539, LANIARIUS N1GRITHORAY, Sharpe, Ibis, 1871. p. 417,

This fine species, easily recognizable by its black throat and
chest, was discovered by Caprain Haynes at Avera.

240, Laxtarivs myroryrguts Vers; Sharpe, Cas Afr.
B. p. 49.

A beautiful species, of which one specimen has been seut by

1 : I A
Mr. Ussher.

241, Stevoprs caNicers, Temm.: Havtl, J. . O. 18355,
p. 360 ; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 50.

A sertes of speetmens from Denkera; also 1 my collection
from Sierra Leone.

7242, CorviNeLrLa corviva (Shaw); Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B.
p- 51.

One speeimen of this bird, which is quite new to the locality.

243. Fraseria ocreata  (Strickl); Sharpe, Cat. Atr. B.
p. 325 Teplrodournis vercatus, Hartl,, J. £ O 1835, p. 360,

From Denkera.

244, Canreriaca azvrey, Cass.; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B.p. 32.

Two specimens of this anomalous speeies from Denkera

+245. Preatnarres ¢yMNocePHALUS, Temm. : Sharpe, Cat.
Afr. B. p. 57.

Of this extremely rare bird, hitherto only known from Sierra
Leone, Mr. Ussher has obtained three specimens from his col-
lector in Denkera.

246. HyrumaxtorNis viterrina (Licht.); Sharpe, Cat. Afr.
B. p. 58.

One specimen.
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247. HYPHANTORNIS FLAVIGULA, Hartl,, R. Z. 1815, p. 406.

Of this bird Mr. Ussher collected one specimen on the Volta,
though I did not identify it at the time. Dr. Hartlaub states
that the Bremen Museum has a specimen from Accra; and Riis
procured it in Aguapim.

1218, HypuaNTORNIS ciNcra, Cass.; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B.
p. 99.

One specimen sent by Mr. Ussher, and one from Captain
Haynes from Accra. This species is new to Fantee.

249. HyrHANTORNIS BRACHYPTERA (Sw.); Sharpe, Cat. Afr.
B. p. 59.
Procured on the Volta by Mr. Ussher. Also obtained by

Sintenis, one of whose speciniens is now in my collection.

+250. Marivsus NiGerriMus (V.); Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B.
p. 60.
Two specimens from Denkera.

%51. Foupia ervrHROPS, Hartl. ; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 62.

Procured by Mr. Ussher during the Volta Expedition. Also
sent from Aguapim by Riis.

+252. Laconosticra minNiva (V.); Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p.66.

Two examples from Fantee are in my collection, one of them
Leing from the Volta.

253. PYRENESTES cAPITALBUS, Temm. ; Hartl,, J. f. O. 1855,
p. 361 ; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 68.

From Denkera, sent by Mr. Ussher ; also obtained at Accra
by Captain Haynes.

254, Gyrouierax ANGoLENsIS (Gm.) ; Hartl., Orn. Westafr.

p. L.
One young specimen.
255. Evanus ceruLeus, Desf.  E. melanopterus (Daud.) ;
Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 11.
From Accra.

+256. ScororerLia ussHierI, Sharpe, Ibis, 1871, p. 101,
pl. xii.
From Denkera.
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+257. Scops SENEGALENsIS, Sw.; Hartl., Orn. Westafr. p. 19.
One specimen of this little Owl, not before recorded from
Fantee.

258. TurTUr sENEGALENsIs (L) ; Hartl.,Orn. Westafr. p. 195.
Two specimens from Acera.

259. Nuamipa pLuMIFERA, Cass.; Elliot, Mon. Phasianide,
part 2.

A fine specimen from Accra in Governor Ussher’s last collee-
tion.

+260. Francorinvus BicaLcaratus (L.) ; Hartl,, Orn. West-
afr. p. 201.

This fine Francolin was procured by Governor Ussher at
Accra. It is new to Fantee.

+261. Tur~Ix LEPURANA (Sm.); Layard, B. of S. Afr. p. 276.

Mr. Ussher procured two examples of this little Hemipode
near Accra. On comparison with a specimen from South Africa
I cannot see any difference at all.

+262. Evuroporis MELaNogasTrRa (Rupp.); Hartl, Orn.
Westafr. p. 207.
One specimen, shot by Mr. Ussher near Accra.

+263. LoBrvanerLus sENEGALUs (L.); Hartl,, Orn. West-
afr. p. 213.

Mr. Ussher sends one specimen, with the following note
attached.

““ Striped-throated Lapwing. Plains of Accra, June 9th 1871:
probably migratory ; appear about June, and leave in September
or October; iris yellow, pupil black, with a narrow violet circle ;
wattles round the eye dull red, those below bright lemon-
yellow ; spurs on wing dull red ; legs lemon-yellow ; bill yellowish
with black tip.”

+26 L. Eceravirtis INTERMEDIs, Ménétr. 2. philippina
(Lath ) ; Gray, Hand-l. of B. 1. p. 15.

One specimen from Accra, shot by Mr. Ussher himself. The
example, unfortunately, is not quite adult, but appears to me to
belong to the smaller aud apparently distinet form of Ringed
Plover.
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+265. Nycricorax eriseus (L.). N. europeus, Hartl., Orn.
Westafr. p. 225.

One specimen of the European Night-Heron, which is a new
bird to Fantee.

2066. Numentus pazopUs (L.); Hartl,, Orn. Westafr. p. 232.
Shot by Mr. Ussher on the Nagua river. Sent by Pel from
Ashantee.

267. Numenius arquarus (L.); Hartl.,, Orn. Westafr. p. 232.
Also from the Nagua river.

268. Toranus caripris, Bechst.; Hartl,, Orn. Westafr.
p. 234.

One specimen from the Nagua river. Also procured by Pel
in Ashantee.

+269. Procerraria prracica, L.; Gray, Hand-l. of B. i
p. 103.

One specimen of the Stormy Petrel, which would appear to
be new to West Africa altogether.

+270. ProceELLARIA oCEANICA, Kuhl; Gray, Hand-l. of B.
il p. 104, Thalassidroma wilsoni, Bp. ; Hartl.,, Orn. Westafr.

p- 251.
Two specimens received from Mr. Ussher.

271. StErNa MINUTA, L. ; Hartl,, Orn. Westaf. p. 256.

Mr. Howard Saunders kindly identified for me this species,
a specimen of which was shot by Mr. Ussher on the Nagua
river. Weiss procured it on the Gold Coast.

XI.—Letters, Announcements, &c.

The following letters, addressed ““To the Editors of ‘The
Ibis,” >’ have been received :—

Sir.—My timec has been so taken up by my professional
duties, that I have been unable to grasp the opportunities
of collecting specimens and observing that have prescnted
themsclves to me of late.  However, I send you the following



